
Free Lecture 

The Unitarian Church of Marlborough and Hudson 

80 Main Street, Hudson, MA 

presents: 

Life, Death, and the Afterlife: Religion in the Viking Age 

We know a great deal about the myths that form the basis for the Viking-age heathen religion, but little 

about the rituals and practices. Archaeological research can shed new light on this area, notably in the beliefs 

and rituals surrounding death and the afterlife. The Viking people believed that the line between life and 

death was gray and blurry, and that some people crossed from one side to the other multiple times. 

  

Join us for an adventuresome look at the Viking-age beliefs about the afterlife, and at those aspects of a man 

or woman that were believed to be immortal. 

  

Dr. William R. Short is an independent scholar and manager of Hurstwic, LLC, a New England-based 

organization with an interest in all things Viking, focusing on the combat of the Vikings. Dr. Short’s most 

recent book is Men of Terror: a Comprehensive Analysis of Viking Combat, a summary of Hurstwic’s 20+ 

years of research in the field. 
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The Unitarian Church of Marlborough and Hudson was founded by abolitionists more than 150 years ago.  Since then, 

our church has been a beacon of hope, voice for justice, and sanctuary of peace for many life occasions and rites of 

passage. We are a member church of the Unitarian Universalist Association, welcoming people of all faiths and spiritual affiliations, 

including theists, pagans, atheists, and agnostics.  We gather together to transform our lives and the world with love, integrity, and com-

passion. We welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, gender, economic status, ability, or beliefs.   

80 Main Street, Hudson, MA ~ www.ucmh.org  

Saturday, February 1, 3:00 p.m. 

http://www.ucmh.org/

